
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 16 May, 2017
Between 7.30pm and 7.40pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Peter Tully, Cheryl Wilson, Jenny Tinlin and Melissa Cowens

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Cllr John Riddle, Andrew Robbins, Harry Scott and Sam Spowart 

Apologies for absence

There were no apologies 

1. Election of Officers

The retiring Chair invited nominations for the position of Chair and Vice Chair for the coming year.

Peter Tully was proposed as Chair by Cheryl Wilson and seconded by Jenny Tinlin.

Cheryl Wilson was proposed as Vice Chair by Peter Tully and seconded by Jenny Tinlin.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
This report outlines the progress on or resolution of the significant matters of business covered by the Parish 
Council during the past year.

In progress
.1) The Parish Council has begun the redevelopment of the Millennium Green. Shrubs have been planted and 
an application made for funding that if successful will be used for resurfacing the path in the green. Further 
development is planned to make the area more attractive to visitors and wildlife. 2) The Parish Clerk is 
representing the Parish Council and with the Ray Wind steering Group in the creation of the funding group 
(Community Interest Company) and process. The windfarm is due to be officially opened in June and inviting 
applications for funding. Up to £250,000 funding a year will be available for the local community. 3) The 
Parish Council is working with the Redesdale HLF Landscape Partnership Scheme Consultation application 
bid on various projects that if successful will inject up to £1.8m into the Rede Valley over the next few years. 
4) A new litter bin is to be purchased to replace the broken one near the public toilets along the main road. 5) 
The Parish Council considered 30 planning applications during the year. The Councillors are continuing to 
highlight the concern of many about the water and sewage infrastructure at the Otterburn Hall. Whilst 
development in the area is encouraged the Councillors are determined that this is well planned development. 6)
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council and it is hoped these can be filled in the near future so
the Council can operate at a full capacity of six.  
Resolution
1) After many years the traffic calming plans are virtually completed. The pinch point at the Rochester side of 
the village has had a notable impact and the removal of the white line in the road at the centre of the village it 
is hoped will also help to ensure vehicles pass through Otterburn much slower in future. 2) Thanks to great 
efforts of Jenny Tinlin and Melissa Cowens raising considerable funds new play area equipment has recently 
been installed at the play area in Brierley Gardens. Maintenance work on other aspects of the area was 
undertaken during the year to improve the experience and safety of the area. 3) The annual village tidy up was 
again a success with a good number of bags of litter being removed from the streets and undergrowth of the 
village. The Councillors thank those volunteers that helped with the tiding. 4) An enjoyable and successful 
Carol singing get-together was arranged on Christmas Eve. This was well attended and thanks go to Le Petit 
Chateau and Woodhill Hall for providing the food and mulled wine. 5) A solar light has been installed along 
the footpath connecting the play area and Willow Green. 6) During the past year there were resignations from 
Cllrs Sally Harris and Clare Thorpe. Thanks go to them for their time whilst on the Council. Additionally Cllrs 
Brian Corbett, Andy Robbins & Steven Farrell decided not to stand at the recent elections and thanks are 
expressed by the remaining Councillors and residents for their time. 7) Jenny Tinlin and Melissa Cowens are 
welcomed on to the Parish Council. 8) The Parish Council have agreed over the past year donations to St 
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John’s church, Rede Valley Newsletter, Tynedale Hospice, Great North Air Ambulance and the Otterburn 
Memorial Hall. 9) After careful deliberation the Councillors have agreed to maintain the precept at £6,250.

3. Finance update (Clerk)
The Clerk advised that there was an opening balance on 1 April, 2016 of £10,499 and closing balance at 
31 March, 2017 of £22,145. Much of this increase is a result of the receipt received from the Play Area 
Committee of £11,497 for the new equipment to be installed but as at the end of the year had not been 
paid out. During the year there was also income from NALC funding of £100 for a new printer as well as 
£490 for the Rede Valley Newsletter. Outgoings included £2,420 for Clerk’s salary, £657 for the 
conveyance of the footpath to the Mill, £620 for grass cutting at the Millennium Green, Willow Green 
and play area. A further £363 was spent on maintenance of the play area and £470 of the Parish 
Insurance. The Clerk advised a 2017-18 forecast would be provided for the Cllrs to discuss at the June 
meeting.

4. Report from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle thanked all those that supported him to be re-elected and he confirmed he would continue to 
do his best for the local area. He advised that until the meeting on 24 May the local council was in ‘limbo’ 
but it was believed the proposed move of the County Hall would no longer happen. It was also hoped that
planning matters would become more local rather the present central system. Cllr Riddle was also pleased 
to see the traffic calming in Otterburn was almost complete. 

5. Matters for further discussion
Cllr Tinlin highlighted that a resident was having difficulty with his mobility scooter where alterations were
made along footpath at the traffic calming. The Clerk advised he would contact NCC regarding the 
matter.

Meeting closed 7.55pm
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